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Which of the qualities do you most want to strengthen in your 
closest relationship?  Which do you most appreciate receiving 
from that person?

Is this kind of love meant only for marriage?  How far out is it 
reasonable to take Christian love?

REFLECT 

Can humans “muster up” this kind of unconditional love?  How 
can you access the presence and activity of the Holy Spirit to 
work God’s love more fully?  

RESPOND

Write a couple specific ways you will seek to strengthen your 
capacity for love toward a specific person or group.  Share this 
with another person and pray for God to help you both grow in 
the grace of love.

Made in the image of God, we humans have a 
tremendous capacity to love; but we aren’t very 
good at it.  When our imperfect love comes 
under the tutelage of Perfect Love we learn 
what true love looks like.

Romans 12:9-10 (page 776)
Love must be sincere.  Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  Be devoted to 
one another in brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourselves. 

“In the developed 
countries there is a 
poverty of intimacy, 
a poverty of spirit, 
of loneliness, of lack 
of love.  There is no 
greater sickness in 
the world today 
than that one.”

Mother Teresa 
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Today there is about a fifty-percent divorce rate in America, and the rate is 
not much lower for professing Christians.  But the problem is not divorce—
though divorce generates a set of problems all its own.  The problem is that 
people don’t know how to be married.  They don’t actually get married in 
many cases, though they go through a legal and possibly a religious 
ceremony.  They are, sad to say, incapable of marriage—the kind of 
constant, mutual blessing that can make two people in conjugal relation 
literally one whole person.  It is not their fault.  In their world, how could 
they know?  Who would teach them?  This is the soul-searing fact at the 
heart of our modern sadness.

      Dallas Willard in Renovation of the Heart



Care from your heart.
“Love must be sincere.”

Accentuate the positive.
“Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.”

Cherish the bond of 
Christian love.
“Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.”

Lead the way in serving.
“Honor one another above yourselves.”

What Real Love Looks Like
LIFE GROUP STUDY

RELATE

What is your favorite love song?

Agree/Disagree:  It’s the thought that counts.

What principle, insight, or quote from the sermon was most 
meaningful to you?  

READ 

I Corinthians 12:31 - 13:8, 13

Paul makes love the most essential ingredient in relationships for 
a church destroying itself through spiritualized self-promotion 
and self interest.

How closely does our culture’s understanding of love match the 
Biblical description?  What are some major differences?

Which four important gifts are worthless without love?  What is 
the difference when these are done without love?

Think of a recent time you spoke to a close family member with a 
little less than complete love.  What kept you from doing so?

Take turns defining each quality Paul considers an element of 
love.  Provide a personal, positive, and specific illustration for 
each.

To love at all is to be 
vulnerable.  Love 
anything, and your heart 
will certainly be wrung 
and possibly be broken.  
If you want to make sure 
of keeping it intact, you 
must give your heart to 
no one, not even to an 
animal.  Wrap it 
carefully around with 
hobbies and little 
luxuries; avoid all 
entanglements; lock it 
up safe in a casket or 
coffin of your 
selfishness.  But in that 
casket—safe, dark, 
motionless, airless—it 
will change.  It will not 
be broken; it will 
become unbreakable, 
impenetrable, 
irredeemable.

       C.S. Lewis in 
  The Four Loves


