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What child in your extended family could benefit from your 
attention and encouragement?  How can you provide that for 
him or her?

What ways have you found to encourage the faith of a child in 
your family?

How can parents help children honor them and the elders in 
their family and church?

How do (or did) you show your parents honor?  

REFLECT 

How does honoring your parents contribute to a good, long life? 
In what ways would (or did) your parents most appreciate being 
honored?

How does a family that honors one another bring God glory?

RESPOND

Write down the name of one person in your family God has 
brought to mind for you to honor and serve.  Take a few 
moments to pray for this person, asking God for insight on ways 
you can bless him or her.  If you like, exchange this information 
with another person in your group so you can pray for each 
other in this endeavor.  Check back with each other in a few 
weeks on your progress.

Life is not a game, but it does come with instructions.

We accept our families as gifts 
from God.

1 Timothy 5:8
People who don’t take care of their relatives, 
and especially their own families, have given 
up their faith.  They are worse than someone 
who doesn’t have faith in the Lord.

Psalm 68:6 
God sets the lonely in families…

We honor our parents.

Ephesians 6:1-3
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this 
is right. “Honor your father and mother”--which 
is the first commandment with a promise--“that 
it may go well with you and that you may enjoy 
long life on the earth.”

Caring for and serving and 
being there for your 
relatives, the people God put 
you nearest on this earth, if 
not geographically then at 
least genetically, is a core 
responsibility He’s given us.
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:parents and children

We are all to honor 
our parents, no 
matter our age.  The 
word honor is a broad, 
encompassing word 
meaning “attach 
weight to, hold in high 
regard, publicly 
esteem.”



Proverbs 1:8
Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction 
and do not forsake your mother’s teaching. 

Leviticus 19:3
Each of you must respect your mother and 
father…I am the LORD your God. 

See also Leviticus 19:32 and 
Matthew 15:3-6 

1 Timothy 5:1-2
Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. 
Treat younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, and younger women 
as sisters, with absolute purity. 

We love and lead our children.

Ephesians 6:4
Parents, don’t be hard on your children.  Raise them properly.  Teach them 
and instruct them about the Lord. 

Psalm 127:3
Children are a heritage from the LORD, 
offspring a reward from him.

Scientist and Christian, Louis Pasteur…
When I approach a child, he inspires in 
me two sentiments; tenderness for what 
he is, and respect for what he may become.

3 John 1:4
I have no greater joy than to hear that my 
children are walking in the truth.

Honoring Your Family
LIFE GROUP STUDY

RELATE

Who is your favorite TV family?

What about your parents made you proud to be their child?

What principle, insight, or quote from the sermon was most 
meaningful to you?  

READ

Review the Bible texts listed on the sermon outline.  Answer 
together any questions below you choose.

Describe your family (spouse, parents, siblings, children, in-laws).  
What is your primary focus and responsibility at this stage in 
your life?  How might that change in the next 5 years?

Which of the verses Rob used is most applicable to your current 
family situation?  How so?

How would you describe the strength and closeness of your 
family?  Are there areas of dysfunction or pain?  What person or 
area most needs attention?

What everyday ways has your family found to honor and serve 
one another?  Share a recent example.

What is the biggest challenge facing parents raising children 
today?  What do kids need most from their parents?  

Could you be a Vacation 
Bible School Crew Leader?

Would you pray about 
joining the Camp Outlook 
Summer Staff?

More information is at the 
Connection Center or you 
can call or email Children’s  
Minister Brian Beck.


