How does the promise of Proverbs 22:6 encourage you about
the children in your life?

What actions did Jesus take with the children brought to him by
their parents? What does this kind of focused attention give to
children? What does it do for their parents or the other adults in
their lives?

What does it say to us that Jesus took the time to do this?

REFLECT

“Don't worry that children never listen to you; worry that they
are always watching you.” (Robert Fulghum) What would
children learn by watching you about what is most important in
life?

RESPOND

Write the names of the children with whom you have a
connection. If you have children or grandchildren of your own,
choose them. What are their current heart needs? How can you
encourage them “in the way they should go?” Pray for them and
their parents.
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‘parenting

Parents prepare children to thrive through life’s challenges
when we understand, guide, and enjoy them by God'’s grace.

Proverbs 22:6
Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they ar
will not turn from it.

We understand our children by knowing
their hearts.

1 Samuel 16:7 (NLT)
The Lord doesn’t make decisions the way you do! People judge by
appearance, but the Lord looks at a person’s thoughts and intentior

“When a child knows that all his life you have sought to see the world
through his eyes, he will trust you. When he knows that you have not
tried to make him like you or like anybody else, but only sought to
help him realize his full potential as a creature God made ... he will
trust you. What child would walk away from such a relationship?”

Ted Tripp Bhepherding a Child’s Heart
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We guide our children by modeling God-

given wisdom.

Psalm 29:11

The Lord gives his people strength. The Lord blesses them with peace.

“Don't worry that children
never listen to you; worry
that they are always
watching you.”

Robert Fulghy

m

We enjoy our children by embracing

their experiences.

Matthew 19: 14-15 (NLT)

Connecting with Children

so They Connect with God
LIFE GROUP STUDY

RELATE
What was your favorite summertime activity as a kid?

Share a childhood memory of a time in which you felt
particularly close to your parent(s).

If you could give one piece of parenting advice—either from your
own experience as a parent or from your experience being
parented—what would it be?

What principle, insight, or quote from the sermon was most
meaningful to you?

Jesus said, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdo'ﬁEAD
of Heaven belongs to such as these.” And he put his hands on their heads and

blessed them before he left.”

“Focused attention is giving
a child full, undivided
attention in such a way tha
the child feels without
doubt completely loved...
like the most important
person in the world in his 0
her parents’ eyes.”

—

D. Ross CampbelHow

to Really Love Your Cl1i|d

Proverbs 22:6 and Matthew 19:14-15

What are some of the significant challenges parents face raising
their children today?

Should parents make their children go to church if they don’t
want to? What can parents do to help their kids develop a
relationship with the Lord and their church family that lasts
throughout life?

What does it look like to “start children off in the way they
should go™? Does that mean the way we want them to go, or
the way God made them to go?



